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RESOLUTION 
Of ſome 
Casegs of ConscieNnCE, 


| palit Which reſpe& | __ 
Church-Commumton, 


N order to ſtate ſych Caſcs.as particularly relate to Church- 
Communion with all poſſible dlearneſs, it will be necellary to 
premiſe 2 brief 'explication of ſome words, which muli-hc 

nſed in queſtions of this natuse, but are not ſo. qammonly unger- 
As, 1. What is meant by a Chuzch, and a Chriſtian Church. 

2, What Chuech-Communian:is. . 
3 IN meat by Fix't Communion and by Qcea(ional 


Firſt, What is meant by a Church. Now-the phine6deſaip- 
tion I can give of a Chuxch:is this, That the Chureb js @ Bedy or So- 
ciety of Men ſeparated from the reſt of the Word, and united to Ged, 
- and to theneſelves, by a Divine Covenaat. I (halll briefly explajo this 

deſcription; tot it to the meaneft underfiandiag. | 

1. Then, a Church isa Body or Society of Men, for I ſpeak 
onely of the Church in this World, and therefore ſhall nat (enter 
into that diſpute, in what ſenſe Angels belong to che Church, 

And when I call theChuxch a Body or Society of Men, I oppoſe 
a Body to-linglc Individxalys, or paziicular Men, and to « _—_ 
Multitude, without any Order os Union among themſelves. For 
though. the Chuzch conſilts ot gazticular Men. and when thiir 
N Sare encreaſed, of great Malcitudes, yet the Church con- 
2 


(ilts 


Eph. 2:21,22, 
1 Tim. 3. 15+ 


Rom. 11.17, 
rs. 


John 10. 16. 


Of Church-Communion. | 


fiſts of ſuch particular Men, not conſidered in a private and ſepa- 
rate capacity, but as United into a regular Society, wich is called 
a Body, in alluſion to the natural Body, in which all the parts and 
members are United in an exa&t Order, Eph. 4.16. 1 Cor. 12. 
15, 16, &c, For God is not the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace, as 
in all the Churches of the Saints. And if the meaneſt Societies can- 
not ſubfiſt without Order, wherein their ſtrength and beauty and 
uſefulneſs conſiſt, much leſs the Church of God, which is a Socie- 


ty Infiicuted for the moſt ſpiritual and ſupernatural Ends. - 


' And therefore we find, that God ordained a moſt exa&t Order 


and Government in the Jewiſh Church, which for the- greater 


ſirength and Unity he formed into a Religious Commonwealth : 
And our Blefſed Saviour ordained the- Apoſtles, and committed 
the Government of his Church ta them , and their Su ky > 
with a promiſe {#o\be with them'to the- end of the Wirtd; Rnd 
Chriſtian Church, with reſpe& to-the firm and cloſe-Union-and 
orderly Diſpoſition of all its Parts, is not onely called a Body, but 
a Spiritual Building, and Holy Temple, and the Houſe of God. - . 
But then the Church is a Body, or one Body, in' oppofition to 
many Bodies 3 for Chriſt has but one Body,'and one Church, and 


he is the Saviour of this Body, © The Jewiſh Church was but one, | 


and | therefore the Chriſtian Church is but: one z which is not a 
new diſtin& Church, but is grafted into the Jewiſh ſiock or root. 
Believing Jews and Chriſtians being United into one Church , 
built upon-the foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſws Chriſt 
himſelf being the ehief corner-ftone : Who Unites Jews and Gentiles 
and holds them together. | 
Upon the ſame account the Church is called the Building, the 
Houſe, the Temple of God; and we know the Temple was but 
one, and was to be but one, by the expreſs command and'Inftitu- 
tion of God. And for the ſame reaſon Chriſt tells' us, that there 
ſhould be but one Fold wiider one Shepherd. '- (| ; 


And indeed it is extreamly abfard and unreafonable to ſay, 
that the Chriftian Church, which is built upon the ſ2me founda- 
tion, which worſhips the ſame God and Saviour, which profeſſcs 


$ 


the ſame Faith, are Heirs to the ſame | que; and enjoy all pri- 


viledges in common, ſhould be divided into as diſtin and fepa- 


rate Bodies, though of the ſame kind and nature; as Peter, Famer, 


and Fobn, are diſtin& Perſons,” though they partake of the ſame 
com- 


_ #7 Fe. 
We py © 
Rn 


into one Church, as the corner- ſtone unites both fides of the Houſe, 


al ” 


common nature.” That is, it is very abſurd to ſay, that where c=- 
very- thing is common; thereiis;not one-Community... Peter, and. 
Fames, and Fobn,' though they partake of the ſame common na=- 
ture, yet each of them have a diſtin eſſence and. ſubſiſtence of. 
their own (as it mult be in natural Beings, otherwiſe-there could - 
be but one Man:in the World) and this makes them diſtin per- 
ſons. But where the very nature and effence of a Body or Socie- 
ty confiſts-in having all things common, chere can be but one Bo- 
dy 3 and-therefore it one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and 
Father of all, be common to the whole Chriſtian Church; if there 
be no peculiar Priviledges, which belong to ſome Chriſtians and 
and not to all, to one part of the Church, and not to.another 3 . 
then by the Inſtitution of Chriſt, there is but one Chuxch, one-Bo# 
dy , one Communion, one Houſhold and Family; For. where 
there is nothing to Diſtinguiſh and Separate, no Encloſures or 
Fartitions of Divine Appointment, there can be, by Divine Inſti. 
tution, but one Body. h 
2. I adde, that the Church is a Body or Society. of Men ſepa- 
rated.from the reſt of the World, or called out of the World, as 
igria, from whence Eccleſia is'derived;-may fignifie, and'is ſo ex- 
pounded-by many Divines, upon which account the Chriſtians are 
ſo often called, the xn, and xn}, the Called and Choſen, or. 
Ele& People of God 3; which ſignifies, that the Church is diſtin- 
uiſhed from the reſt of the Worldby a pecpliar and appropriate 
Faich, by peculiar Laws, by peculiar Rites of Worthip,.and pecu- 
Har - Promiſes'and  Priviledges, which are; not common t9 -the 
whole World, but onely.co thofe, who are received into.the.Com> 
munion ofthe Church. But there is no controverſic abaut- this 
matter; and therefore I need adde no more aboat it. BEA 
3. The Church is a Body of Men united;to God'and;/to them- 
ſelves by a Divine Covenant. The Church is: united to God, for 
it is » Religious Society, inſtituted. for the Worſhip of Gad 3 and 
they are united ainong themſelves, and to each other , becauſe it 
is but one Body; which xequires a union of all-its. parts, .as I have 
already ſhewed, and hall diſcourſe more preſently... But the chief 
thing to be obſerved here, is this, that. this.union with God, and 
tocach other, which conſtitutes a Church, is made by. a Divine Cox - 
venant, Thus it was in the Jewiſh Church, God.entered into Co-. 
venant with Abraham, and choſe him and his Poficrity for his 
Church and Peculiar People , and gave . him Circumciſion = 4 


Of Church-Cotmmnion. | 
-Rp8/21d Seat of this Covenant. And under the Goſpel God hath 


- de a ew Coreriemnt with mankind; in-and by his Son Jeſus 


Chtift;, who ts the Metiaror of 4 Better Commant , 4 aqpon 
berier Promifers and "this | -Cvpvcnant is the foundation of 

the Ghritiar Ohareh, For the Chriſtian Church is nothing elſe, 

_— a $oelety of 'Men, as is in Covenant with God through 
- 4 RF, 

4 fippoſe al men will , that God onely can make or con. 
Aitute > Church. For pats if there were any {0 abſurd, 
are not worth diſputing with, who dare affirm the Charch to be 
4 hufnane Orezture, or the invention of Men. : 

And I chink'tt 1#as plain, that the onely viſible way God has 
of fotthing 4 Ghurch, (for I do not now ſpeak of the inviſible 0- 

«of the Divine Spirit)is by granting a Church-Covenant, 
which is the Divine Charter whercon the Church is founded , 
and inveſting fome perſons with Power and Authority to reccive 
others into this Covenant, according to the terms and conditions 
of the Covenant, and by ſuch Covenant-Rites and Forms of Ad- 
miſſion, ashe is pleaſed roinſticute 3 which under the Goſpel is 
Baptiſm, as under the Law it was Circumciſion. Es 

To be taken into, nant with God, and to be reccived into 
the Chuich, is the 'very fame thing. For the Church is a Society 
of Men, who are in Covenant with God. That can benno Church 
which'is not iti Govenant wich Gods he is no Member of the 
Chutch, who is not at leaſt viſibly admitted into Gods Covenant; 
and whoever is in 'Govenant with God, is made a member of the 
Charch, by beirig admitted mro Covenant. 

Now before I proceed, 1 ttall briefly obſerve ſome few things, 
which are ſo plain and evident, if theſe Principles be tru, that 1 
- Heed onely mamethan 3 and yetarevf great uſe for the reſolution 

of forne following caſes. | 
* As 1. That a Covenant-ſtate and Church-fiate is the fame 
mg. > 4 


nant, asſuch, is a Church-member. 
3. That nothing elſe is neceffary to make. us members of the 


Chriſtian Charch but only Baptiſm, which is the Sacrament of our | 


admiſfion into the 'Chriftian-Covenant. - For if Bapti{m, which 
gives us right to all the Priviledges of the Covenant, does not 
Fake tis Chrarch*metribers, then a Church-ſiace is no part of the 
Cove- 


- 2, That every profeſt Chriſtian, who is received into Cove- '8 


AS. 8 on. Ob. 


Covenant; then a. mau may be in.Covenant with God through - 
Chriſt, aud yet be no member of Chrift 3. or be-may be a memy 


ber of Chri, and vo niamber of his Body, which is the Chyschs 


4: That no Church-fiate can depend upan humane Contratty 
and Covenants, for then a Church would be a kumane 
and a humane Conſitation 3 whereas a Ghusch can be ; 
onely upon a Divine Coverigne, It is true, no man who is at ag, 
can be admitted to Baptifim'tull he profels bis Faith in _ ſt, and 
valuntazily undertake the Baptiſimal Vow 3 but the 
Church-Covenant betwixe Paſlor and People, is of a verydiflc- 
rent Nature from this, - ualeſfs.any man will ay, that the volunts- 
ry contrat and Covenant, which the Independents cxaQ from 
their members, and whezcin they place a Qhurch-Rate, be part of 
che Baptiſmal Vow. If it be not, then they found the Churchupe 
on a humane Covenant, for Clrifi hath made but ove Covenant 
with Mankind, which is contaived is the Vow af Baptiſea: I is 
be, then no Man is a Chriſtian but an Ingqpendent, and then they 
would do well to ſhew, how the Baptifmal Yow, which is hot 
one and the ſame for all Mankind, determines one Man to be a 
hut manber af Dr, Owees Church, avother of Mir. Griffivbs, os 
any other ladepcodent Faſtars 3 and if they conld gat var dbis 
difficulty, there is another {tll, why they exact this Ghar Gor 
venant of Baptized Chaiſtians , batare ahey will admit them to 
theis Communiaa , if Sapuſres makes them membess of theix 


This I dhigk makes. it plain, that the ladependane Churche 
Covenavt is no gaze (of the Beptilmnal Vow, and gen. is is 50 
part of che Cheitiiar Govenart > and if thare-he no (ue Qbuagh+ 


_ Church 


tate, but what depends an {uah humene Gontzatts, thee abs 


oy owes its boing £0 the will of Men,net ie the Coumant af 


| 5, I okſervefarcher, baw abfard it is $6 gabar Churhes out 
of ized Chrifians 
af the Would, kus 


theſe men icanvert Chniltians fram. gommon Chriftianity., and 
the Communion of the Univerſal Church, to Independevey, fa 
- E 


Of Church-Communion. 


*the'Church' be founded on a Divine:Covenant , we know no 
Church but whatall Chriſtians are made members of by Baptiſm, 
which is the' Univerſal "Church , - the ne Body and Spouſe of 
Chriſti, And to argue: from the Apoſtles gathering Churches 
from among Jews'and Heathens, to prove the gathering Church- 
es out of a Chriſtian and National Church; muſt cither conelade, 
that a Church and Church-ſiate is a very tndifferent and. Arbi- 
trary thivg, and that Men may be very good Ohriftians, and in a 
fe condition-without itz -or that Baptized Qhriſtians, who are 
not members of: a- particular Independent Charch,: are no better 
than Jews and Heathens3 that is, that Baptiſm it ſelf, though a 
Divine Sacrament and Seal of the Covenant, is of no value, 
ef1l it be confirmed and ratified by a humane Independent Cove- 
nant. - - w LY Co 
. 6, T obſerve, that if the Chriſtian Church be founded on a Di- 
vine Covenant, on that new Covenant which God hath made 
with Mankind in Chriſt, then there is but one Church of which all 
Chriſtians are members, as there is but one Covenant into which 
weare all admitted by Baptiſm. For the Church and the Cove- 
nant muſt be'of an equal extent, There can be but one Church 
founded{pon one Covenant 3 and all-who have an intereſt in the 
ſame Covenant, are members of the ſame Church, | 
And therefore, though the diſtance of place, and theneceſſities 
and conveniencies of Worſhip and "Diſcipline, may, and has divi- 
ded the Church into ſeveral parts and members, and particular 
Churches, yet the Church cannot be divided into two or more di- 
in& and ſeparate Churches 3 for that deftroysithe unity of the 
Church ; And unlefs they could divide the Covenant alſo, two 
+ Churches, which are not members of each other, cannot partake 


in the ſame Covenant, but theguilty Divider forfeits his intereſt | 


in the Covenant without a new grant. 

A Prince indeed may grant the ſame Charter to ſeveral diſtindt 
Cities and Os 3 but then, though the matter of the 
Charter be the ſame,thefr right to it depends upon diftin& grants. 
But if he grant a Chaeter for the ercting of ſuch a- Corporation, 
and confine his Charter to the members of that Corporation, thoſe 
who wilfully ſeparate themſelves from this Corporation to which 
this Charter was granted, forfeir.their'intereſt in the Charter, and 
muſt not think to cre anew diſtin Corporation/by the ſame 
Charter. ] - = LL | 
- Thus 


oy cre we wr we 


-2:1Thus it is-here3:-God hath :madeia, Corona of; grace) wich 
Mankind Chrift} and declarcs:that by,ehjs,0ng,Covenarity he 
unites all the Diſciples of Chrilt' into ove+Budy and Chriſtian 


' .Church; who (hall all partake of the Bleſbogs; of this Covenant. 


By Baptiſm we are all-teceived into this Coyenant,. and admitted 
members:of this'oneGhurch, :;; Now while: we:continge:in the 
Unity of: this Body,/ it fs evident [that we. have/a; riglt-to all che 
Bleſſings of the Covenant, which-are promiled £9. chis-Body, and 
to every member of it. |: But if we divide-qur (clves; from this Bo- 
dy , and ſet up diſtin&.and ſeparate Societies ;- which we;call 
Churches, but which are not members, nor live in;Communion 
with the. one:Catholick Church, ,we 5avnat garry our: Right ang 
Title to: the, Covenant aue of therGhuch wichus:., 7. 1-11 
- The Goſpe-Covenant is the,commman Charter of che Chriſtian 
Chutch, -and-if we at& not contented. to enjoy\thele Bleſſings in 
common with other Chriſtians, we muli be contented to go with» 
out them; : For it is not a particular Covenant, which God makes 
with patticular ſeparate, Churches, but a.general Covenant made 
withithe whole'Body-of: Ghxiftians,. as; United In one Communi- 
0n 3: and:thereforethat, 'which ao-particulas Church has any:in- 
tereſt in;;bat as it is. a member of. the aniverſal Charch. © - 

God hath not. made: any Coyenant in particular with the 
Church of:Genevaygof 'Frauce or England, but with the one Body 
and Chuxchof Chriſtall the World over 3 and therefore the one- 
ly thing -tbat can give, us-in particular a right tothe Bleſſings of 
the Covenant, is,: that we obſerve the conditions of this Cove- 
nant, . and live in'Uvity and Cemmunion with all true Chriſtian 
Churches in the World, which makes us wembers of the Catho- 
ck Church, to whom the Promiſes are made. 

Secondly,. The:next thing to be explained is, what is meant by 
Church-Communion. - Now-Church-Communion ſignifies no 
tiore than Church-Fejlowſhip avd Society, and to be in Com- 
munion with the Church, is to be a member of the Church ; and 
this is called Communion, becauſe all Church-members have a 
common right to-Church-Priviledges, and a common Obligation 
to. all thoſe Duties and Ofhices. which a Church-relation Exacts 


4 from-them. | 


I know;this word Communion is commonly uſed to fignifie a 
perſonal and preſentjal Communion in Religious Offices: as when 
Men pray, and hear, and receive the Sacrament of the Lords Sup- 

B ; =; per 


per together, they are Takd to be in Communion with one tino- 
ther, and toive in Corfmitnion 'with-that Church! with which 
they joyn in all As of Worſhip. ICDL. arjy 29) 
Now we muſt acknowledpe, that Publick As of Worſhip pet- 
formed in the Cottwtunion of ithe Church, are am Exerciſe of 
Chriſtian Communion : but Ghurch-Communion .is ſomething 
antecedent to: all-the'Aﬀs and Offices: of 'Communion.. For no 
Tran has a right to any AR - of Chriſtian Conmaunion;, biit he 
who is in a ſtate of Communion with' the Chriſtian Church. 


What natural Union Is in 'natural Bodies, that Commwnion is *s 


in Bodies Politick, whether <ivil or 'religious Socictiesz = member 
mult be vically united to the Body, betore it canperform any na- 
tural Action or Office of &' r y before the 'Eye'can-ſee, or 
_ Feet Low _ bog rn _—_ _ To union'of the 
ye, or Foot, to'the'Body, Joes wot conkiftin g or walking, 
but ſeeing and walking arethe effets of thisunion, : 
' Thus in a Body Politick, when men by any commorrCharter 
are united into one-Sotiety, they become one common body,. or 
"one Commutiion 5 and this gives themright rodllthepriviledpes 
of that- Body, 'aind 6bliges them to all che Duties and :Offices 
which their Chatter requires 'of them. '' But: fhould:any man, 
who is not regularly admitted into'this Sockety, pretend to the 
fame priviledges, or do ſueh'things as are feqaired of thoſe | 
are members of this Body, this would be fo far:from-being thought - 7: 
an Act of Comimunion' with thera, thatuit would bE cenſavetd abs 
an'enjuſt Uſurpation, - Should a'man, who is no Citizen of 'Loj= 27 


don, open his ſhop, and drive a' trade as other Citizens do, orgive * 


his Voteat a Common-Hall, end in alt other caſes a like-a Ci- - | 


tizen, this would not make him 'a Citizen, but 'an Intruder. 'He Nj 
is a forreigner till, and his preſutnizig/to a@t like a Cirizen, when 


he is none, is no at of Com 


ai6n" with that Body, "of which he -Þ 


is r1o'member, -biit jiiſtly expoſes him 'to cenſuve and paniſh- ; 7 
: | < FE 


ment. | | E gt : 
Thus it is in the'Chriftian Church, which is one Body and So- | * 


cicty united by a Divirie Covenant. Our Communion with the 7 
Church confifts in being members of the Church , which we are 
made by Baptiſm : The exerciſe of this Communion eonfitis in i. 
all thoſe'Offices.and Duties which all the nienibers of the Church *% 


are obliged to, and which none have any right to perfqrtn, but pi 
they 3 ſuch as praying and receiving the Lords Supper together, 
&*c. . | N OW '? 
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of ClrcCommnin. 


Now ſhopld any, man who is no- hex of the Church, nor 
owns himſelf yt bs G, intruds, i Ny the GI ah wy Gor ow 
cate in MReLD NE ey no Lia Gom- 
munion, than it y make Kink r of & the 
Church of which he is oo member - IA ad reed not to be. 
Prayers, and reccivi ing, the Sacraments, &c. are, Aqs of Commy- 
nion, when performed by Church.members in the. Gommunion 
of the Church 3 but they are.no Acts of Gommunion, , when per- 
formed by thoſe who arc no. Ghurch-members, though to (erye 3 
turn, they thruſt themſelves into the Society, of the Church. 

As for inſtance , {uppoſe a member of & Presbyterian. or Inde- 
pendapf Conventidle, ſhould, for xealons beſt known to himſelt, 
at ſome critical time, come to his; Pariſh: Church, and; there hear 
the Common-Prayer and Sermon, ad, receive the Lords Supper, 

cording to.the grdex of the Ghurch of England, does this make 

this man a member of the Churgh of EngJayd, with, which he nc- 
na Communicated before, and it is likely, will never do ; again ? 
= 3 does wap by this-is no [dy hogs Communion, which can be on- 
y between the members of t 

So that to, be.jn Church- Commynioy. ag. nt bapide meerly 
to perform low ſuch Ads, hich age A As C ion in che 
members of the.G but Gnes the decay.of C Church-Diſcipli = 
may ſometimes þe performed by. thole I: AFC, me en k 
= ſuch an abuſe, as would not have hog allowed in the 

wigive Churgh,wha denycd their CU to Ihilmmaticks, 
as well as t pea ay boa: $7 of 


To ol in Ca a is, Or to rr cond 
includes a Right and Title to all _ le wo 


pod iſed to his Church, and an.o tigg: to all. - Ga ab 


s of Church-Socicty 3 "7 006 Alon.$q the Authority, In- 
omamanion in Prayers 


and Sacramicnits, and other Friizan Sy one be who de- 


ſpiſes the Authority, or ers the Church, 're- 


nOunces 


Of Chnrch-Compiunion. 


nounces his memberſhip and Communion with it. © Theſe things 


are extreamly plain 3 and though'men may ctvilfor difputcs ſake, 
yet inuſt needs*convince them, that nq man is in Communion 
with a Church, which he is not'a member of, though'through'the 
defect of Diſcipline, he ſhould ſometimes be admitted to.fome Act 
of Communion with it 3 and I ſhall obſerve ſome few things 
from hence of great ule. ; | 9a m 
1. That Church-Communion primarily and Principally 'e- 
| fpeats the univerſal Charch 3 not any particular Church or Socte- 
ty of Chriſtians. ' For to be in Church-Communion, ſighnities to 
be a member of the Chorch, or Body of Chriſt, which is but one 
all the. World over. Church-Communion does not confitt in par- 
ticular Ats of Gommunion, which can be performed only among 
thoſe who are prefent, and neighbours to each other,but 1n.mem- 
berſhjp,: Nov a member is member of che whole body, (not 
| meerly of ay part of it) how large foever the body be. All the 
Subje&ts of England, thoſe who live at St. Davids, and thoſe at 
Tarmouth, who never faw nor converſt with each other, are all 
members of the ſame Kingdom; and by the fame reaſor , this 
memberſhip may extend to the remoteſt part of the world, if the 


Body, whereof we are members, reach'fo'far. |. 


And therefore we may obſerve, that Baptiſm, 'which is the $4 | 


crament of our Adfniffion into'the”Covenant of God , and' the 
Communion of the Church,does not make us members of any par- 
ticular Church, as ſuch, but of the univerſal Church. And T ob- 
ſeryed before, that a Church-ftate,, which. is the ſathe thing with 
'Church-Communion, 'is' founfied onely on” a Divitie Govenant 3 


o/ £ 


and therefore ſince there, is'n&'orheriDiyine Covehant "tv niake 


'us members of particular Charches - as diſtinguilhe'from the Uni- = 


verſal Church, ſuch particular Church-memberſhip is/at rp, ut 
a humane Invention, and indeed nothing elſe but, a' Schifm from 
the Univerſal Church : whichrafone; if well,confidered,: ifx fufh- 
cient confutation of Independency; whichvis's particular Cliurch- 
ſtate, as diſtinguſtht from, all other Chitrchegand Satictits of Chri- 

Bight 7 HRT God ttolet EMI. G8 00 OBE BOP ITS F1 
2.1 obſerve further, that though the exercife of Charch- 
Communion, as to moſt of the particular Duties arid Offices of 
it, muſt be confined to a particular.Church and Cones ation (for 
we cannot aQually joyn in the Communion” of £1 ) $ and; Sa- 
crameiits, &e. but with fome particular Church) yete dar: of 
| Chri- 
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 * - Of Church-Comminnion. 


iſftian Communion , though performed in ſome particular 


GhurchJis and maſt be an At of Communion with the whole 
Cacholick Church. Praying; and Hearing,and receiving the Lords 


Suppes _ does not make us more in Communion with the. 


Church of Eng/and, than with any other true and Orthodox part 
of the Ghurch, though in the remotett parts of the World, The 
exerciſe of true Chriſtian Communion in a particular Church, is 
nothing elſe but the exerciſe of Catholick Communion in a parti» 
cular Church 3 which the neceſſity of affairs requires, ſince all the 
Ghriſtians in the World cannot meet together for Aﬀts of Wor- 
ſhip : But there is nothing in all theſe Acts of Communion which 
does more peculiarly unite us to ſach a-particulax Church, than to 
the whole Chriſtian Church. | | 

. When we pray together to God, we pray to him as the - com-- 
mon Father-of-all Chriftians, and do. not challenge any peculiar 
intereſt in him, as members of ſuch a particular Church , but as 
members of the whole Body of Chriſt. When we pray in the 
Name of Chriſt, we conlider him as the great High Prieſt, and 
Saviour of the Body; who powerfully intexcedes for .the whole 
Church, and fer us as members of the Univerſal Ghurcki. - And 
we offer up our Prayers and Thankſgiving , not onely-for our 
ſelves and thoſe who are preſent, but for all Chriltiavs all the 
World over, as our fellow>members © and praying for one ano- 
ther is the true(t notion of Communion of Prayers 3 for praying 
with one another, is onely in oxder to praying; for one another. 
And thus our Prayers are an exerciſe of Chriltian-Communion, 
when we, pray to.the fame comman Father, through the Merits 
and Mediation of the ſame common Saviour-and Redeemer, for 
the ſame common Bleſlings, for our ſelves, and che whole Ghriſti- 
an Church, | 

-:. Thus when we: meet together to celebrate, the Supper of: our 
Lord, we do.not meet as ata private Supper, but-as at; the .com- 
mon-Feaft of Ghriitians ;:' and therefore it isno0$,an Ad.of par- 
ticular. Church-fellowſhip; but-of Catholick,Communion. : The 


Supper of our Lord does not lignifie any other kind of union and 


confederation between thoſe Neighbour-Ghriſtians who .receive 
together.in the:(ame-Gburch, than with the 'whole Body of Chrilt. 
The Sactamental: Bread ſignifies and repreſents all thoſe for whom 
Chniſi died,/that. one Myitical Body, for which he offered bis Na- 
tural Body, which is the Univerſal Church 3 and nur cating of 


this . 


bs 
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- this Bread, fignifics our union-ts this Body of Chriſt 3 and there-  _ 


- foxe is conſidered asan Act of true Catholick,. not of a paxticular 
- Church-Communion. ' And the Sacramental Gup.is theBlood of 
the New Teſtament, and therefore repreſcnts our Communion in 
allthe Biffings of the Covenant, and witkzall thoſe who are thus. 
in Covenant with Ged. 'So that there isnothing particular in this 
Feaſt, tro make-ita-ptivace Feaſt, or an. Att of Communion with a 
partiazer Chuvech, conſidered: as particulars but it is: the cqmimon 
Feaſt of Chriſtians, and nn Ac of 'Catholtick Gorampnion. 
Which by the way plainly ſhews, how! groundleſs that ſcruple 
& againſt mixe Communions, that men think themſelves defiled 
by receiving the- Lords: Supper with men who are vicious. For 
chough it is a great defe& jn Diſcipline, and a great reproach to 
the ChriſtianProf:fion,yhen wicked: men are not cenſured, and re- 
mored from Chriſtian Communion, yet they. may as well pretend: 
that their Communion is detiled by bad men, who Communicate 
in any other part of the Church, or any other Congregation, as 
m that in which they live and Communicate : For this holy Feaſt 
fgnifics no other "Communion between them, who receive at the 
ſame time, and in the ſame company, than it-does withall fiacere 
parts of the Chriftiap Church. {t is not a Communion with a- 
ny perſons confidered as preſent, but it is a Communion with the 
Body of Chriſt and all true members of it, whether preſent or ab- 


[I 
Thoſe who ſeparate ow 3 ————_—_— for the ſake of 
corrupt profeffors, t they coub a Society as pure and 
holy as they feem to defire ,, yet are Schiſmaticks in i beceals 
they confine their Communion to their own ſelect Company, and 
exclude the whole Body of Chriſtians all the World over, out of 
it: their Communion is no larger than their gathered Church ; 
for if it be, then they muſt ill Communicate wich thoſe Church- 
es which have corrupt members, as/all viftble Churches: on carch 
have, (unleſs we will except Independents, becauſe they have the 
confidence to except-themſelves) and then their Separativn-does 
not anſwer itsend, which is to avoid ſuch corrupt Communions : 
and yet if they do confine their Communion-to their own ga- 
thered Churches, they are Schifmacicks in dividing. themſelves 
from'the- Body of Chriſtians 3. and all their Prayers-and” Sacra- 
ments are not As of Chriſtian Communion, 'but a Schiſmatical 
Combination. - | a ", 
s 


; ; This does not prove indeed, that particular Churches are-not - 
' bound to reform themſelves, and'to preſerve their own Commu-. 

nion/ pure from corrupt members, unleſs alt the Churches in the .. 
World will do ſo too; 'becaufe! every particular Church, whether 
Dioceſan, or National, has power to reform its own members , 
and is accountable to God for ſuch —_—_— of Diſcipline : but it 
does prove, that:no Church without the guik of Schiſm, can re- 
nounce Communion with ther Chriftian-Churches, or ſet up a 
diſtin@& and: ſeparate Communion of its own, for the ſake of fuch 
corrupt members : which was the pretence of the Novatian and 
_ Schiſm of Od, and is ſo of the Independent Schiſm at 
this day. 

3. 1 obſerve farther, that our obligation to maintatn Commu- 
nion. with a-particular Church; wholly reſults from onrobligation 
to Catholick Communion. - The-onely reafon 'why' Iam 
to live in Communion with any particular Church, is becauſe 1 
am a member of the whole Chriſtian Charch, - which is the Body 
of Chriſt, and therefore muſi live in Communion with the Chri- 

NianChureh 3, and yet it is impoſſible to live in| Communion with 
the whole Chriftian Church,' without actual Communion with 
ſome part of -it , when Iam in ſuch a place 'where' there-is a 
viſible -Chrifitan Church as no member cars be Unired tothe 
Nataral Body, without ics being Unired to ſome part of the Bo- 
dy, for the Union and: Communion of the whole Body conſifts-in 
the Unibin of :all its parts'to each other. 

Every A&-of Ohrittian Communion, though patormed ina 
partitular Church, or Congregation, is ot 'properly'it Act 'of 
particular Church-Commuriion, but is the exerciſe 6f Cotninu- 
nien with-the whole Church and Body-of -Thrilt, -as 1 have afrca- 
dy proved : but it can be no/At of Communijon-at'zll, if -it be 
not performed an the Communion of : the Ghurch 5 which it can- 
not be, unleſs:itbe performed ii the Conmuriior of ſome parti- 
cular-Ghurch, And this is the  onely obligation know: of, tb 
Communion with any particular Church ,' that as Larfi a'Chrt- 
ftian, I am a member of ' the-Body and Church of 'Chyiſt, and'in 
aState-of Communion, and therefore am bourd-to-maintiin a- 
ual Communion-with the Chriftian: Church, - wherever find 
it 3 and'by Communicating with the Church wherein'l 'live ,, -if 
it be a Sound and Orthodox' Member of 'the Chriſtiani:Chutch, 1 
maintain Communion with the whole Catholick Church, which 
15 bat one Body. bj So 


I4 Of Church-Communion. 
So that here is-no choice what Church: we-will Communicate 
with, for there is but oye Church alkthe World.over, with:which 
we-maſt Communicae 3 and therefore we-have nothing elſe to 
do, but to judge whether that; part of the Church wherein we 
live, be ſo Sound and-Orthodox, that we may Communicate with 
it according tothe Principles of Catholick Communion 4 - and if 
it be, we- are bound to Communicate with it, under-peril ;of 
Schifm from the Catholick Churchif we do not. NT Os: 
4. From hence: we may: plainly learn the-true notion of x St 
;parate Communion, and Separate Church. - -For:ſome men' feetn 
to be greatly ſenſible of the fin-and miſchief of Schiſm and Sepa- 
ration, but then they uſe great art ſo to confound the notion of 
Separation, as'that neither they themſelves, nor any one elſe ſhall 
.cver.be able to-underſtand what-it is; whereas if they will-allow, 
- that there: is, or, ever can be, any ſuch thing as Separation from 
the Church, it is as caſte to-underſiand what / Separation is', 
-n what it is for a member to be divided from the Bo- 
"For if there be but one Church , and -one Communion, of 
which all true Chriſtians, and Chriſtian Churches, are, 'or ought 
to be members, then thoſe Churches, -which are not-members of 
each. other, are Separate Churches. It is not h- indeedito 
.prove a Separation, that two Congregations meet in ſeveral pla- 
ces -for Worſhip, for this is done by all the Fariſh-Churches of 
England, who are in the fame Communion, brtt.yet hold diftin& 
_ Separate Afſemblies, as to Local Separation: : Nor is it ſuffici- 
.ent to prove that there is no. Separation, becauſe thele differing 
Churches agree in all the Articles of Faith, and efſentials of wor- 
ſhip: For thus the Novatians and Donatifts did, who yet were 
.Schiſmaticks from the Catholick Church. But where there are 
two Churches, which are not members of each other, there iis a 
Schiſm, though, they. agree in:every thing elſe, . buit- in one'Com- 
.munion 3, and where Churches own each'others Communion, as 
members of the ſame Body, there is no Schiſm, though they are 
.as diſtant from each other in place, as Eaſt and Weſt, 
And it is as calic to undertiana what its for two Churches to 
be members of - cach other : but. to make this as plain as1 can, 
and as far as it is poſſible to prevent all Evaſions and- Subtcr- 
#uges,I ſhall lay down ſome few Rules according to the Principles 
-of Catholick Communion, whereby we may certainly _ o_ 
. Churches 


Of ChurchCommmniov.” 
Churches are in'Communion with'each other, - and: which are Se. 
parzteahd Sthiſmatical Conventicles, -- ' {27 Vit 109 29 es 

I. There muſt be but one Church, in one place,' according to 
that ancient Rule of the Catholick Church; that «there mult be 
but one Biſhop in a City 3 and this was obſerved in the Apoſtoli- 
cal times, that in the greateſt and moſt populous Cities, and 
where there were the greateſt number of Converts, yet there was 
but one Church, - ſuch as Fernſalem, Antiocb, Epbeſis, 8&c. This is 
acknowledged by the Independents themſelves, who endeavour 
hence to prove,” that there were no more Chriſtians in any of 
thoſe Cities, than could meet- together'in one-place for Acts of 
Worſhip; which is a mighty groundleſs ſurmiſfe, and not much 
for the credit of the Chriſtian Church, as has been often ſhewn by 
tearned men; both' Epiſcopal and Presbyterian Divines. ; 

- And there is an evident reaſon 'why this ſhould be ſo, becauſe 
there is -no other Rule of - Catholick Communion for private 
Chriſtians, but to Communicate in' all religious Offices, and all 
Ads of Government and Diſcipline, with thoſe Chriſtians with 
whom they liye : for to renounce the ordinary Cormmunion of a- 
ny Chriſtians or true Chriſtian Church, is todivide the Unity and 
Communion of the Church 3 and'to withdraw 'our felves from 
ordinary Communion with the Church in which we live, . into 
diſtin and ſeparate Societies for Worſhip, is to renounce their 
Communion and when there is not a neceſſary cauſe for it, is a 
- So that diſtin&'and particular Churches, - which are 'in Com- 
TIT muſt have bs diftin& -bounds bod 
limits, as ' member -has its natural'and proper place and i- 
tuation in the body: "Bac when there is an Ohmch within the 


ready conſtituted , = formed into a 4Jifſtin&-and ſeparate Soci- 
oY h Chriſtian Communion, - and is a. notorious 
iſm. ' Theſe 'Chitzeches cannot be members of each other, be-- 


15 


Of Church-Commtenion. 
live together, refuſe to Worſhip God in the ſame Aﬀemblies; and 
have bitter envyings and contentions fox the honour and purity of 

If all Chrifiians are members of the one Body of Chiiſt, uo- 
thing can juſtifie the diſtin&ion of Chriſtians into ſeveral Church- 
es, but onely ſuch a diſtance of place, as makes-it neceſſary and: 
expedient to put them under the Conduct and Government of fe- 
veral Biſhops, far the greater Edification of the Church, in the: 
more ealie and regular Adminiſtration of Diſcipline, and. all-boly 
Offices 3 and therefore nothing aan juftific the Sihering of 6. 
Church out of a Chriſtian Church , and.dividing naigh 
Chriſtians into diſtin Communions, POM EE - 

Churches at a diftance may be diſiin& Churches. under their- 
diſiin& Biſhops, but yet in the fame Communion 3. but ditindt 
Churches in the ſame place can never be of the ſame Communi» 
' on, for then. they. would naturally Unite: and Cement into one. 
There muſt either be Antibiſhops, ox. Schilmatical-Presbytexs, ſet: 
up in oppoſition to their Bilbops, . under different and c 
Rules of Woulhip and Dikcipline 3. which. makes. tham rival and: 
eppoſite Churches, nat metnbers.of cack ather.. From. hence L 
think it plainly appears, that. all: Separation from, a. Church. 
whercin we live, uoleſs.there be neceſſary reaſons forit, is Schilm z. 
and we cannot juſtific fuck diſtin Churches within, one avothes,. 
from the examples of- other. diftiaQt Charches, whoſe bounds, . 
and limits, and juriſdiction alſo, are diſtin: and:(cpaxate.. | 

2, It is plain thoſe are Separate s, Which:divide from. | 
the Communion of any. Church, from any diſlik: of: its inc,.\. WI 
Government, or Worhip/z for in this-cale, it is. plain they leave | 
the Church, and form themſelves into anew Chuxch, out of the. 
Communion of-the Church from whence they. went, becauſe they. 
did not thinks. it ſafe tocantinue. one Body with it, 

This has often made me wender, what thoſe men-mean, who- 
take al} occaſions to.quarrel at our Conſtitution, and-aflign a great- 
any reaſons, why.thty cannot Communicate with us;& yet at the. 
ſame time will not own that they have made any.Separation from: 
us. What middle ſtate now\ſhalkwe find for theſe men,who willnei- 
ther continue in the Church,nar allow.themfclves.to be out of ie?- 

It is poflible for two particular Churches to be in Communion. 
with cach other, and yet not aGrally to Communicate together, 
becauſe diſtance of place will not permit it 3 but for two Churches 

to. 
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es renounce each others Communion, cir at; leaſt to witheaty 
ordinary Communion 'from cach other , from a'profciled diflike, 
and yet Gill to continucin a ſlate of Gommhanion with one ano- 
then s a down-eight condition To be in Communion, is 
to be members of the ſame Body and Society 3. and he that can 
prove, and he that can believe two oppalite Soci 


ot opener 
puriu- 
ing commntend<)wiho ulns/ond Subverſion of cach other, to 
be the fame Body, and the fame Society, are very wonderful men 
£0 me. 

3. Thoſe arc Separate Churches who do not own cach others 
members, as their own Adtugl Cormanion daring our reſidence 
in any certain place, miſt be confined to! chat particular Church 
in wohichinos Hou, wayne gram 1-1 Church ; 
but Church-memberſhip: is not''confined to any pazticular 
Church. Iam no — —— 
than I am of the Univerſal Church, which gives me a right of 
arr he So para rag wad wand ry ma 
World. i would ak whether Baptized Cheiftian, 
who by Baptiſin is made « member of tho-Grtholide-Glnirch: 
and has.not foricited this right by: a Scandalous life;be ;pſo fatto a 
inember of an Independant Church : if he be not (as it is plain, 
by the conftitation of Independency, heis nots for Independent 
Hey Che Dnenn) cha ladqralineF ce fare: Gai 

Charh-Covenant;) t 
nion from the Catholick Church : for the members'of the Catho- 
lick Church arc noe by being fo, inade-the members of an Inde- 

tChuech; and therefore an] Charch is: a di- 
find and ſeparate Body from the C Church: 

Nay, 1 would dmens wicker a caaniin.of age fuego 
Church; ifhed — s pain = 

4 Ee oes not, as it E ec 
paring tn wr Chuwxch-Covenang be 
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Of  Church-Communion.” 
their conſtitution is -Schiſmatical. It is like two Neighbour-Fa- 
milies which hold good correſpondence witheach'other, and often 
viſit one another, and eat and drink: together, but-yet remain very 
diſtin& Families, and have all their concerns apart and ſeparate. 
But the Chriſtian Church is but one Houſhold and Family : . and 
-whoever makes two Families of it, is a Schifmatick. - 

Thus let.me ask, whether the Epiſcopal and:Presbyterian Pd 
ches in the ſame Chriſtian Kingdom, be one Charch; and mem- 
bers of cach other,;and own a others members.,.'as fuch; tobe 
members of their own Body and Church : If they do not, as it is 
evident they don't, from their holding diftin&"and ſeparate: A(- 
ſemblics, under a diſtin& kind and ſpecies of Government, which 
both of them aſſert to be inſtituted by Chwiſt, - and to be eſſential 
to the conftitation of :the Church, from their forming themſelves 
into diſtin& Bodies, 'under different Governours;. 'havend 
Communion, as ſuch, withicach other ( which-yet is eſſential to 
the Communion of particular Churches; -that' their Governours 
ſhould be in Communion witch each other) from their condemning 
each others conſtitution, and particular modes bf Worſhip, : and 
their great endeavours to: draw.away members from «ach other; 
which neceffarily ſuppoſes, that they xo not look:upon each others 
members as their own. | fay.,''if from theſe: conſiderations it 
appears, that they are not, and do not think theniſclves to'be 
one body, nor members of cach other 3 then they arc two ſepa- 
rate:Churches 3. and the Church which: makes the —_— 
the Schiſmatick. | 

And indeed we may as welt y that's Monarchy; nnd Arifto- 
cracy, and Democracy in the-ſame Nation , with tficir diftin& 
Governours, and diſtin Subjes, and ditin& Laws, that are al- 
ways at Enmity and War with cach other) are but one Kingdom, 
as to aſſert, that the -% Re anch rp romagues Chuichesi in —_ 
land,are but one Church. -JOr: 7 Te 

| 3-:/The laſt: thinkFobbewpleined I6/what is meaioby. fixt or 
conſtant, and by occafional Communion. Now this is-a queſtion 
which would gricvouſly-have puzPd:St. Cyprian and: St. Aſtin, 

. and other ancient Fathers, | who never heard but of one fort of 
Communion. . For indeed, | there is: no- place for this'diſtinQion 
of canſtarit and: aocalional Commiunion, according to the Princi- 
ples: of Catholick Communion. ./:'To be in Communion with the 

*Church, is tobe a member otthe-Church and I take .it vor 

grante 


Of - Church-Communion. 
ted, that a-memberſignifies,a-fixt and confiant, not an oeca- 
onal member: not;amember,” which is one day a member, and 
the'next day upon;hig own. voluntary. chaice, is. no member; which 
is a, member-orgo member, juſt.as.occaſion ſerves. . And if Church- 
memberſhip be a fixt and conſ}ant relation in it (elf conſidered, 
then the Ducies-of this relation are fixt and conſtant alſo. And 
therefore for the underſtanding of theſe terms, which were un- 
known. to Antiquity, ,. we, ray conſult. the;meaning of our Mo- 
dem Authors, who; were, the faſt Inycntors of them, - 


Now by fixt Communion, they mean. an actual and conſtant 


communicating with ſome one particular Church, as fixt niembers 
of it. Occaſional Communion is to Pray, and Hear, and receive 
the. Sacrameng at ſome. other Church , ( of which they do not 
own; themſelves to be, members) as occalion ſerves ; that is, ci- 
ther, to gratibe;their own. Curioſity, or. toſerve ſomeſecular end, 
or.toayoid. the Imputation of Schiſm... . __ a 5 

Now:- this, diſtin&ion is owing to ſuch Principles, as I have evi- 
dently proved-to be very great miſtakes. : 

For if to./be.jn, Communion with the, Church ſtgnifie to be.a 
member: of it; and, that not of any; particular. Church, as diſtin- 
guilt from the whole, Catholick Church, but'to be.a member of 
the one Body of Chriſt, ; and 7of every found. part of it 3 then our 
Communion with the Church is as fixt as our relation and mem- 
berſhip is; and I think. no man who underſtands. himſelf , -will 
talk. of an occalional-member, - - 

If no-man can perform any Act of Communion with a Church. 
of, which he is no member, (ſince all Aqs of, Communion' have a 
neceſſary relation-to.a ſiate of Communian, z, and that which is an, 
A& of Communion in a membex, is no A& of Communion when 
performed by him who is no member, as I have already proved) 
then, it is as plain a contradiction to talk of an occaſional Ah of 
Communion, as of occaſional memberſhip 3 and there can 'be.no 
place-for occalianal Communian with a Church of which weare 
no members; ualeſs ,we will ſay, that a. man. who is not in'Com- 
munjon, may exerciſe Aﬀs of Communion with the Church. 

If all the Acts of Chriſtian Communion, which reſpe&t Chris» 
_ ian, Worſhip, ſuch as Prayer, receiving the Lords Supper, &c. 
though performed 1o a.paxticular Epurcts, be.not Aﬀts meerly of. 
3 particular Chyrch-Communion, but of Catholick" Communion ' 
with the whole, Chriſtian. Church, and every ſound part of = ». 


en 


” 


Of Chureh-Communion. 
then every true Cathotick Chriſtian is not onely in a fixt Rate of 
Communion with the Catholick Church, bad lives in as conflant 
an exerciſe pf Chriftian Communion with aR Sound and Orthe- 
dox Churches, as ht toes with 'that Church in which he ties : 
for every At of Worſhip, which is an At of Communion with 
that particalar Church in which it is (ﬀ that Church 
be in Catholick Communion) is xn Act of Communion with the 
whole Cathofick C_ and therefore the very cxercife of 
Chriſtian Communion,” ts + oor tagh or equally ve- 
cafional with the whote C 
There is a fence indeed, wherein we may be faid to be mernbers 
pls. grams conſidered” as diſtin from ll other par- 
ricularCharches ; but that principally conlifts' in Government-and 
Diſcipline : Every Chriftian is a member of the whole Ghriftian 
Church, ant'in Communion with it; but he is nexder the irtwnedi- 
ate Inſtrution and Government of tris own Bilhop and Presby- 
ters, and is bound to Perfonal Communion with then; - and this 
conſtitutes a particular Charch, in which all As of Workkip and * 
all As of Diſcipline and Goverament are under the direRtion = 
and condudt of a particular Biſhop. And when D's 
ſhops unite into one Body, and agree upon ſome cormnon Reules + | 
of Government, andthe Adminiftration of Religions Offices, this 
makes them a Patriarchal or National Church 3 and thus by ſfab- 
mitting to the Government and Diſcipline of ſuch particular or 
united Biſhops, we become members of a Dioceſan or National 
Church, conſidered as diſtin from other Dioceſan or National = 
bam? Bat Gooey not _—_ prey em and 7 
Communion to ſach 2 particular | n 
usto conform to the Worſhip and rnd Diſtne 22d Government F 
that Charch wherein we five, while it impoles nothing -on us in- 
_ with the Principles of Catholick Communion. 
mt ng 2 rticulax Chriftians arc more-peculiarly obliged 
obſerve tes and Ulſagrs, ' and to ſubmit to the' Govern- 
mint and Diſciplive of the Church wherein they live, and to 
maintain Perſonal Communion with it, (and npon this account 
may in a peculiar manner be called the members of that Chnrch) 
yet every AQ of Communion performedin this particular Ohurch, 
is an A& of Catholick Communion, and an exerciſe of Chrifian 
Communion, with the whole Charch, and cvery ſound part 'of 
it. Baptiſm makes us members of the whole Church, - and gives 


rn 
©," 0 


gy Common with every found: part of it : every A& 
of Communion in a particular Church, is a virtual Com- 
manion, with the whole Church, with all pazticular Churches, 
which live in Communion with each others and notwithſtanding 
my relation to a particular Chusch, by my conſtant abode and ha- 
bitation in ir, when ever I travel into any other Chuxch, I Com- 
municate with them. as a member 5 © that where-ever I Com- 


mugicate, whether in that, Qhurch in vwehich/I uſually live, or in 


other particular Chuxch, where: 1 am accidentally preſent, my 
Cn is of the (apac natures that is, & Communicate asa 


member of the Church : and it! is impoſſible. I Gould Commu- 
nicate otherwiſe 3 for I have 00: right to Gommunion but as. 
2 member z and pothing: I.can do, can-be a0. At of Cammunion, | 


if 1. he not and do-not own my (clf to be'a manber ;.. : 
And yet this is.the occaſion of this miſtake about Fixt and Oc- 


cahhonal Cpmmunions that to the Laws of qur Ghurch,. 


which are founded on great and. wi reaſans, avd indeed accor- 


ding to the Laws of Catholick Communion, Every Chriftian is- 


hound co Communicate with that paxt of the: Church: wherein he 
lives ; now men may: have houſes in: different Pariſhes; or diſtin& 


Dioce@s, 08 may travel into-ather paxtoob the Country, and Com-- 


wanicate wich the Churches which they 6nd in thoſe places where 
they are 3 or they may ſometimes go to prayars,, ar hear a Ser- 
mon, or: receive the Lords: Supper at :another Pariſh-Chuzch. 
Now our ordinary Gommunian, with thoſe Churches where our 
conſtant: abode is, may: be called. eanſiant Communion ; and our 
Communion with thoſe: Ghurches which we accidentally viſie, and 
Communicate with, may. be called: occaſtonal Communion ; and 
all this withour-Schiſca, becauſe we il Communicate cither with 
the ſame National Ghurch, or (which is often-the caſe of: Travel- 
lers) with ſome other ſound part: of. the. Catholick: Church , of 
which we are alſo members, aud fo fiili-koep in; the fame Com- 
munion, and: Communicate with no- Churches but.thoſe of wich 
weown our ſclves members 3 2s all-in the Gme Camoumi- 
vr being either lincere members ol the National os Catholick. 


_ From hence our-Diflenters conclude, that- their Communion 


withan Independant or Presbyterian Church of which they pro- 


PIce - 
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Of Church-Communion: 
preſent turn, they hear the Prayers and receive the Sacraments 
with us , as our fixt Communion with-our Pariſh-Churches is 
with our occaſional Communion with -our Pariſh-Churehes:; 3 
which no body accounts Schiſm, though when it is too frequem | 
and cauſeleſs, it is a great diſorder. 

But the difference between theſe two is vaſtly preat: for in the 
Firſt Caſe, we onely Communicate with ſuch- Churches which 
are all in Communion with'cach other 5 and therefore he who is 
a member. of one; -is a member of them all, and: Communicates 
with them where-ever heis, as a member. | But he who is a fixt 
member of a Prcsbyterian or Independent Church, cannot Com- 
municate ſo much as occaſionally with the Church of England, 

- as a member, becauſe he is a member-not'onely of another parti- 
cular, but of a ſeparate Church- and it is impoſſible for any: rhan 
who is one-with himſelf, to be a member of ewd: ſeparate Church- 
es; and whatever Adts of Worſhip we joyh in with other Charcl- 
es of which we are no members, they are not Properly Ads of 
Communion, a 

Having thus premiſed the explication of theſe terms, what is 
meant by Chwrch, and what is meant by Church-Communion, and | 


what is meant by Fixt 'or Conſtant, and occafionial Communion x the Z 


right underſtanding of theſe things, will make-it*very cafic-to re> | 
ſolve thoſe caſes which immediately reſpe&t Charch- Communion; + | 
and I ſhall inſtance in theſe three, j 
1. Whether Communion with ſome Church or other, eſpecial- T 
ly when the Church is'divided into (6 many Sets and Parties, be | 
a neceſſary Daty incumbent on all Chriſtians. - - ' 7 
2 Whether conſtant Communion with that Church, with ; 
which occaſional Communion-is Lawful, be a neceſſary Duty. * Z 
3- Whether itbe Lawful for the ſame perſon to Communicate : 
_ with two ſeparate Churches. - 
Caſe 1; Whether Cotnihadlon with fone. Church or other; * 
eſpecially when'the Church is divided into ſo many Secsand Pars | 
ties, be a necefſary Duty incumbent on all Chriſtians, | 
Now methinks the reſolution of this is as plain, as: whether it 
be neceſſary for every man to be a Chriſtian. For every Chriſtian | 
4s Baptized into the'Communoin of the: Chuich, 'and' muſt conti- 
nue 2 member of the Church till he-renounce/ ety by Ecceatch 
Schiſm or Infidelity ,” or be caſt out of the FEnueP by Eccleſialti 
cenſures. p-- 
| p 


'and aeaeke gs 
2d, SPY this Wa Ba the bl is ane,, 5 hath many Col 1.18. 


being. many,, are one 
ian ha ve is the 


the wee PR one Member, but many....,; ...\« 


as; plead roved. « Chae 
= hurch-Memberſhip's . 


| and to bea Þ ) ifying the 
ſame thing...: And I think, I need not prove, chat:co be in a ſtate 
of Communion, contains both a Tight and an obligation to aftu- 

al Communion, _ He who js a Member c of- the Church, may chal- 

lenge all all-the Privi) edgrent «member, wr, þ whichatual Cam- 
oa is none of the. leaſt"3.;ta be, admitte to.all che Acts: aud 
Offices of - Chiiſtiant Communion, to the Communion. of Prayers 
and Sacraments, and all other Chriſtian Dories which no. man 


'who is not a Member of the Cliuxch; has a re ke to. And he 


'whq is: a Member, is bound to perform a £ Nutics ar QF- 
tices which are Effential to.Church-Cc wony, ang. there Ore zy 
hong to Communicate withthe C urchin, 
and yn in Praycrsand droge Inlfrutions, 
colive like a Member of the Church; _ 
" But to pit this pali all doubt, that external and anal Commu- 
.nion mr 44 eſſential Lg of 9? ON Lſhall oifer BY ;Plain 
proofs. of, jt, TM 
1. That Bay GS ES.1S: ' Members of the viſhle. Chin of 
Chriſt: but. there can, be viſible Church without. viſible Corn- 
Mmunion, and therefqre: every viſible Member, by vertue of his 
Member{bjp, is bound to extemngl and viſible Communion, when it 


This, is eſſential tq'the notion of a Church,,as it is a Body 
ociety of Chriſtians. For all Bodies and Societies of ,tmen 
arc ioſtituted. for, the ſake of: ſome common Duties and Offices to 
be performed by the papers or if A BOY of Men is.a Com- 


munity, 


Eph. 4-11.12, 


Aﬀs 2. at. 
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munity ; and fr is a ft 
Member may a&@ by it 
NE er EO. fave Badge A yetfi 
banning > wor obo irogt hy oe 
ery Member to live in the exerciſe of viſhlc Communion with 
he bn Oancht when he can. For there is the ſame Law for all 
key, and cither all or none are boand to aQual Commumi- 


" Dried Lube abſurd til, when we conſider, that the Charch 
is fuch a Body as confilts of variety of Members, of different Of- 
fices and Officers, which are of no uſe without aQual and viſible 
Communion of all its Members. 


To what x did Chriſt a1 ſuch variety of Minifters 
in his Chvl ies, Prophery, Ss, dr Fafors and Fabia, 
for the the Sainte, for the wo of the , For the | 
E4h po dy. of Chrift? to what parpoſchas he inftitured a 


ng Church , to offer up the Prayers of the 
faithful to God, 7 knſio exhort, wc rpms Gon 
Chriſtian Sacraments, if private not boand to 
ey” thr Noh Chaitin We ors ea? bs 
ay , | ature” an us to 
Cnc Cie, | pole, no man will deny but that eve- | 
ry Chriſtian is bound to Worſhip God according to our Saviours | 
Inſtitution : andhatthaticzre ana lca berter than from the | 
Example of the Primitive Chriſtiansz of whom St 
us this account, that 7 Stedfaſt in the Apoſtles D 
and Worſhip, and in bre of Bread, and in Prayer. 
hoy ou nbns. ingin a ſtri@ ſence an At of Church- 
communion is, that ir is pertormed in the Fell of the A- 
pofilles, or in Communion with the Biſhops and Min 
Church. They arc a inted o. Offer er UP the Praycts of Chri- 
ftians to God in his hls Name and therefore rhoagh the 'private 
Devotions of Cham nn 2 eptokic co God, asrhe Prayers of | 
Church-Members , yet none but pornck Prayers which are Of- 
fered up by men who have their ohority from Chrift ro Off:r 
theſe Spiritual Sacrifices.to God, are properly the Prayers of the 
Church, and Adts of Church-communion. If the we mak Offer 
up our Pra = to Cod —_— fo Chritt's Inſtitucion, 'that is, 
by the ha fons A zed and fet apart for that pur- 
poſe ,. we _ neceffity joyn in rhe aRtua) and viſible Conmnu- 
nion of the Church. The 


of the | 


is the principal 


[ts fn hone tos part of 


Chrifttian Worſhip ; and we' cannot celebrate. this: Feat ; _—— F2 


Church-Communion 3 for this is:a;wwoti« '2-common: 
Communion-Feaft ; -which: in all Ages of the: Church [<a 
adminifired by conſecrated Perſons, = in Church-communion 
for it loſes its Fatare and Signification, when it is turned into a 
Eames Crier Work bon to the aQual per 

of true Chriſtian Worſhip; he is bound to an actual 
Communion with the Chriſtian Church. 


to admic thena to all external Aﬀs of 
= out of the Chuzch,'is ta.deny them 
vilible Communion of the Church's noe to al- 


Puiviledge and Duty of 
every Chriſtiar's and yet thi 6 lt the Authoriy Cui hath 
ok wr ade this nocking i plain i Scripture, 

to more in 
FR that Separacion from a Church, is to withdraw from 
II So thereean be no Notion of Se 
[ies be 66 cate Condutetos, hen to fre n-Compnian with | 
Ce ee rr en 


m MR 
is calily proved 
66 gan 


| And dat thiss the true Notion of 
from the moſt expreſs teſtimonies, 2 Cor, 6.17. W 


we rw among them, and bee ſparte, ſeib the Lo 


wicleay thing, and I will pn guns 8 ng eg 
7 arp inc jpnities, to forſake the Aſſemblies 
Idolaters, {a yerex bn with rhem in their Idojairous 


So that not to ayes ers makin pm 
tous Worſhip , is to Scparate from their Communice 3 
which is TOP Godly CI: ms is Idoh- 


frous 


Neb. 10. 25. 


2le. 
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_ trousand Sinfutz - bat a Schiſmatical Separations: when. it js foe, 
_ 1 John. 19. Thus St. Fobrt cells us of:che- Ancient: Hereticks, (They went ont;from © : 


Of Church-Communion.” 


us, becauſe they were-nnt-of us 3, for if 'they:ba4 been. of: us, they would 
no doubt bave continned with us © but they went ont.,that they nyght 
be made manifeſt that they were not all of w. Where their going 
out from them, plainly ſignifies their forſaking, Chriſtian Adem- 
blies 3 upon which account the Author . of the Epilile to: the He- 
brews admoniſhes the Chriſtians, vt to.ifonſake the: Aſſembling, of 
themſelves together, as the manner of ſame is. in which. he. xefexs to 
the Separation of thoſe Ancient Hereticks. _. ./! 1 1 el 7 > 
And thus accordingly, td have Fellowſhip or. Communion with 
any, is to partake.with them :in their Religious Myltcries. - By 
this Argument: St. Pax difſwades the ng ty from Eating of 
the Idols Feaſts, becauſe they were Sacrifices to Evil ;Spirits,..and 


| by parraking of choſe Sacrifices they had Communſon with-rhem, 
z Cor. 10.20, But T ſay; that tbe-things' which the Gentiles.;ſacrifice , they. ſactie 


fice to Devils, and not to God ; - and I would not that you ſhauld bave 


- Fellowſhip with Devils. Ve cannot: drink; the Cup of the Lord, and - 


the Cup of Devils : ye cannot be partakers of 1be Lords Table, aud of 
the Table of Devils.” 'So'that though we-guſi firſt be in- a ſtate, of 
Gommunion'with Chriſt and; his Church; mult tit, be received 
into'Covenant, and by Baptiſm be incorporated into the Chriſtian 
Church, before we have. any. right to Gammunicate with this 
Church z yet no man can preſerve his Ghurct-ate without, , 

Gual Communion-z no man has Communien,with Chriſt ox. his 
Church, but he who Actually Communicates,in-all Religious Qths ' 
ces, and-.Chriſtian Inſtitutions.” A . ate of Gommunion:conters 
a right to Commiunicate,: but-AtualCammunion confiſts.-in_ the 
exerciſe of Communion. 3 and a right to-Gommunicate without 


.AQual Communion,is:worth nothing, as, on or parledge is 


<ts and all 


without the Exerciſe of it z for enjoyment c 


_ 
Shs 


the Bleſſings of the Goſpel; all the;Blzfings of Ghraſian Commu 


maunion;- are'\conveyed.to us by-Aftual.Communion., ..So that if 
we would partakebf the Bleilings of Chriſt, if we: would. rcap the 
Advantages'-of :Ghurch-Communion , we muſt , live-in Actual 
Communion, and not content-our ſelves with,a.dormant atld uſe+ 
leſs right;' which. we never bring into Aﬀ..:; ou af LE 
This'is ſufficient: to prove the neceibiy - of, Atual Communion 
with the Chriſtian Church, -when'it may. be had-z for. where it 
cannot be had, Non-communion is no ſan,for we are not obliged to- 
| | Im- 


Impdflibilities.; He who lives-in  Gomttty;'ror: raves: through 
any-Coungy where: there" i900 tie Ghriftiani Cliurch-:to'Gom- 
municate with; cannotenjoy -Aduak Gommuniion-s the right'and 
duty of Communion. continnes, though neceſſity may ſuſpend the 
Ad. But- the: greater difficulty, is, whethey'it:be not Jawful-to 
ſuſpend our Communion with any particular Churches; when we 
ſko:the;Chuyrgh:divided ineq:a-@rtat! many. Partic2aud :Fattions, 
which refule Communion with cach other 3 which is the deplora- 


ble:Rate of-the Church-at.this dey prvng:9s 3; Presbyterians, In- = 

PN OO Quakers, -all Separate from-the Chutch 

_ of England, and from; each other 4, and-fromheveeiſome conclude 
ic Jawtul- to ſuſpend Commayion-+with-all the.divided Parties 

-afiGhurch:Com- 


PAM nap at) wy aneyrs re tyra oat tr pe -prrmapee ul 
Scepticiſa and. latidelicy.;r:Becauſcichere ac in-great:many' kinds 
of Religions in the World; and a great-mavy divided Sets of the 
Chriftian Religion, therefore ſome merrwilt be of ho Religion 3 
and becauſe .the Chriſtian .Churgh, is: divided-into a'great mdny 
oppolite and ſeparate Communions,- therefore. 16thers will he of 
nÞ; Church 3; 3nd! the-reaſantis-as Grongin-eoe.caſe,uoibigia the. 
other, thav is, indeed; 36 holds in neither, ;, For ein priaien git 
cover: which is the true Religion, notwithſtanding all theſe diffe- 
rent. and contrary pesſwaſions about it 3 and itiis. equally poſſible 

to -find out ,whichiof; theſe divided. Communigns 4is-a tae and 
ſound; Member of ;the-.Cathplick:Ghurchy-ard, twhed we:rknow 
that, we are bound to maintain Communion with it, + _— 

..- Indeediit, ſach,Divifions and:Scparations '[exculc u3-from afu- 
o] Communion: with the-Ghurch, actual Communion never was, 
and is never.likely to, be+a.Duty.long together 5. for there never 
was any ftate of the, Church. ſo happy long togetber, a5t9.bewi 
oat Diviſions ;:;cven;in ghe{ Agolitas: runes, there were thoſe who 
ſeparated f&ram'/the Communyon of; the,;Apoliles;” and. ſer up priy 
vate Gonventicles of their owa:z and.{9.it has been in allſucceed- 
ing Ages of, the Church, and (o-it is likely to; continue 3 and if 
we are-ngt bourd. to communicate wigh the-Ghurch.: while there 
ars apy Hexcticks,or Schiſmaticks. wþoadivideframthe Chyyeh, 

 Taxewel to-all, Churgh-communion. is this Worlds» j-4c7 Do 11, 

, Should: any-man,indeed trays] into a;ftrange Gountry,apd chexe 
find a Schiſm in. the Cliri'4ian. Church, it, were! very fitting! for 

kim to ſuſpend Communion with eithey;Party, till he had oppor- 

N | tuoity 


cunity to acquaint himſelf with the ftate of- edtConiteridhe; 6 
astojudge which Party is the Schiſmatick 3 and'then he is bound © 
(it he anderftand their Language) tocommunicate with the found - 
and Orthodox part of the Cathotick Church, which he finds in 
-that place. Bat this does not reach the Caſe of thoſe, 
-conſtane Moat norte where the Schien'ls 


© Rude th eel mat i ti Ii: 
is a Church Eftabliſhe by publick Authori- 
ao; if theve bo nothing Sinkul in its Conftitution and Worſhip, 
we are bound to communicate with that Charch, iP > 
the Communivn'of all other Parties and Sets of Chritlians, For 
bent chr etna ber no publick E- 
a Sifu} Communion; bat if there be no- 


together ? If chis were fo it were 
che mo EffcQua! - Sper mg the World-to thruſt out all Relig) 


©" Dux chis they will not, they dave nor foy 3 nd hiceufave by fu 
Communion they mean, that in caſe of fach diviſions - 
——————— — Members of + 

my Charch, but communicate occaſionally with them all. 
Bat I havealready obſtrecd how abſurd ae of fin 
and occaſional Communian is. Foro Aﬀt of Religion is aw AR 
of Communion (not Aug as of occafional Communion) which 
is not- performed in the Commumion of the Church 3 and no 
man is in Communion with the Church, who is not a Member 
of it; and whoever is a Member of the Church, is a fixt and not 
an occaſional Member; and whatever Church he communicates 
Wi it may be it is but once in aYear,or once in his Life, 
as he occaſionally travels that way, yet he communicates as a fort 
Member of the Gatholick Church, and of am 


Cs ij 
i « fixt Momber of the whole Gniian Chuach, and of 
found pattof ics, ET rr nn Members of any | 


the Chriſtian Church into diſtin ; 

ineo-diAiInRt Bodieey which makesthe-one Church and one Body 
of Chriſt not one ,-- but many Bodies 2. _—_ every particular 
Church has ſuch 3 wander of Members, which arc Members ooce - 
ly of that particular Church. whetcin they are fine, end.oee por 


a $21 rad Lad 3 ae 
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Church is a diſtin@aiid entire Bodyby icfdlf/.whichtasparticus; 
Tar Members of ' its '6wn; which'belong tonooflicrBody!;:juſtias! 
every/particolar' man has his own budy,” which conlifls.of. ſuch ar 


tumber of members united to each other, and diftindt from albe-) - | 


ther bodies. + © | | F 91 04H02-0100!7 
' The plain Rate of the:Caſe-in ſhort:is this: Everyitrue;Ghais! 
Riati is in Communion with-the'whole Ehriftian Church; thatiis} 
& &Men-berof the'whol&Chardch;, buche muftpertordyiiie Adts. 
of Communion in ſome particular Church: and the onely-allow-: 
#ble difference between-Conftant and" Occafional Communion is 
this: That we myſt perform the conſtant Adts of Communion 
in that part'6F-thEiCathvlick-@hurch in: which: we conſtantly; 
live and/Cortittiunicace'oceationally with that-part of the Church 


Members of any other particulat Church 3then every patticidaty | 


in-which we are'oceafionatiyproſent 5:and cherefore there fever, | 
carr be/any conpetition-betweengConttant and Occaſional Come - 


-munion in-the-ſame place. - T''icamot; Communicate - conſtantly 
with that Charch iv which I Communicate occaſionally, unle(sL 
remove my habitation,and tixman eccaſional prolen@into-acom 


fxntand ſeeked abode 3morcant wichaut fi Communicate one | 
ly: oceafionallywith/thar Chuirchwieh-whict ay and. ought-to | 


Communicite'conſtantly; -as being: conſtantly: there 3- for 


this is'ondly co do that ſometimes, which I ought to do always, ** 
This is lik&a-tans living occaſionally in bis own Houſe, which figs 7 

--- je that forthe motſipart heis'a Stranger at home(7” .« {nl 2; 

:the fame places one 


{ +tFhert tapiot be-rwo diſtin Ehutstlies in 


; and another for Content Gominunion;: withous 


_ . (+ $6 thar-there/4y:no fouridation.{tor-chis: Inguizy:among:; men | 


whotunderfiand the wiubs Pimciploe:af -Gathalige ;Gomwunion; 
It never can'ben'Cafoof Qoiifccnce, whether: I ſhayld Gomuniz 


cate ednftantly'or oteafionallpwithifacha-Church, ule it be a * 


Caſe of Conſcience, whether Ffhould live conſtantly or occaſional- 
ly within the bounds-an&/jurifdiQtion :of:ifuch 3 Church ; for 
where my conſtant abode is; there: my. coriantommunion mul 
be," if there Þs a trac andztuicere part of: the, Catholic Qharch 
in that:pla#Jand where ham ontly:occafionally,tharghcan,onc- 
ly Communicate vecaſionally' alfo. - $1.45 re Wllhi 1227 \ oy ; 
b - a : \ ut 


Schifiti2 F67 it is videnrithale we tvo Wikirick Comtaunions, and | 
that vor—Rdation 66 thenvis. usiYliffercpras-it.is 40/2 Houſe-we |} 


| Of Chnrch-Communion. 
-- But-to meet with che diſtempers of this Age, and to remove 


thoſe Apologies ſome men make'for their Schiſm, it is neceflary. 


to make thisa Queſtion. For in this'divided Rate of the Church, 
there are a great many among us, who-think they cannot main- 
tain conſtant Communion with the Church of England, as con- 
tant and fixt Members, who yet upon ſome occafions think they 
may Communicate with us'inall parts:of Worſhip, and actually 
do:ſo. 1. | 5 HGHOTAL TA DSGS IGE1D pL B42 0h 7 

Now when theſe men who: are fixt Members, as they call it, 
of ſeparate Churches, think fit ſometimes to Communicate in all 
partsof Worſhip with the Church of England, we charitably ſup- 
poſe that men who pretend to ſo much tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
and care of their Soals, will do nothing, not ſo much as once, 
which they: believe orſuſpe& to be ſinful, at the time when they 
do itz. and therefore we conclude that thoſe, who Communicate 
occaſionally with the Church of England, do thereby declare, that 


they believe there is nothing ſinful in our Communion; and we 


thank: them-for this good opinion they expreſs of our Church, 
and:carneſily. deſire to know how they can juſtifie their ordina- 
xy Separation from fuch a Church . as requires no. ſinful terms 
of Cdinmunion; - +] 

If-any thing lefs than ſinful terms of Communion. can juſtific 
a Separation, then there can be no end of Separations, and Ca- 
tholick Communion is an Impoſlible and Impraticable Notion 
that-is, the Church of Chriſt neither is one Body, nor ever can 
be. Farif-men-are not bound to Communicate with a Church 
which obſerves-our Saviours Inſtitutions, without any ſuch cor- 
rupt mixtures/as make its Communion finful-3 then there is no 
bounds tobe (et to the Fancies of men, but they may new model 
Churches, and divide and ſubdivide without any end. 

Is that a-ſound:and Orthodox part of the Catholick Church, 
which has nothing ſinful in its Communion ? If it be not, Pray 
what is it that makes any Church Sound and Orthodox? IF it 
be, upon what account is it Lawful -to. Separate from a Sound 
and Orthodox Church? And may we not by the ſame reaſon 
Separate from the'whale Catholick Church, as from any Sound 
part of it ? Nay, does not that man Separate from the whole 
Catholick Church, who Separates from any Sound part of it ? For 
the Communion 'of- the.Church is but ane, and he that divides 
and breaks this Union, Separates himfclf from the whole Body. 

| E Excepting 


_ | 


Of Church-Canmuinion. 
Excepting.the Independency of Churches (which:T have pro- 


ved above to be Schifm in the vexy nation of it) the great Pleas 


for Separation. from a Church which has nothing finful in its 
Communion, are the pretence of greater Edification and purer 
Ordinances, But theſe are ſuch Plcas, as muſt expoſe.the Church 
to eternal Schilms, becauſe there are no certain Rules to judge 
of theſe matters, but the variaus and; uncertain: fancies. of men. 


What they like beſt, that ſhall be moſt for their Edification, 'and 


thefe ſhall be: purer Qrdinances 3 -and till men 'can 'agree theſe 
matters amang themſelyes, which they are never likely to do, till 
they can all agree in the ſame Diet}, or in their judgment and - 
opinion about beauty, decency, fitneſs, convenience, they may 


and will -divido withogt end. And: if the Peace and Unity of 


the Church be: neceſſary a Duty; -itis certain, ithefe Principles 

whigh ara fa defiructive'to Peace and Unity maftbe falfe : as, to 

conlider'the(e things particularly, but very briefly; -Þ 
What:purer Adminifirations and Ordinances would men have, 


than thoſe of our Saviours own Inſtitution, without any corrupt 


and finful mixtures to ſpoil their vertue and efficacy ?-:('as we 


ſuppoſe is acknowledged by thoſe, who! occalionally Communt» 
cate in all parts of our Worſhip, that there is nothing finfubinit.) = 


The purity of divine Adminifirations muſt conſiſt in. their-agree- 


ment with: the Inſtitution, that there is neither any ſach defect þ5 3 


ox addition as alters their Nature and deſtroys their Vertue. - For 
the Efficacy of Galſpel-Ordinances depends upon-their Inſtitution, 
nat upon particular modes of  Adminiſtration-which are-not ex» 7 
preſly commanded. in the Goſpel:;- and he who delves: greater 
purity of Ordinances: than' their conformity to theis Inftitution, 7 


who thinks that Baptifm and the Lords Supper: loſe thely Effica« #7 
cy unleſs they. be adminifired m that way which they them- XZ 
ſelves beſt like, are guilty of groſs Superſtition, andattribute the 7 
vertue: of Sacraments to the: manner of their adminiſtration, 2 


not to' theix. Divine Iaſtication. Þ 2; 


And what mea tatk of greater Edifcation, is gevierally as lictle 
undexſtood as the other : for Edification js building up, and is '* 
2pplicd, to the Chuxch, conſidered as Gods Houſe and Templez 
and it is aw odd way of building up the Temple of God, by db FX - 
viding and. fepazating the parts of it from cach other, | | 


Fhis one thing well confidexed, vis. That iautus Edification 


' or Building, according to.the Scriptuse;notion of ie, does always | 


primarily 


 _- © » Of Chnroh-Communton.- 

primarily refer to, or at lcaſt indude Charch'unity and Conimu- 
nion, is ſufficient to convince any man, whatan ill 'way it 15, to 
ſcek for greater Edification in breaking the Comtnunion of 'the = 
Church by Schiſm and Separation 3 and therefore I ſha)! make it 
plainly appear, that this is the true Scripture-notion of Edificati- | 
on 3. and to that end ſhall conſider the moſt material places 
where this word is uſed.. | | 4 

Now the moſt proper fignification of wer: which our Tran- 
flators rerider by Edification, is a Houfe or Bailding and-this. is 
the proper ſence wherein! it belongs tothe Chriſtian Church , Te 1 Cor. 3. 9- 
are Gods Hurbandry, ye are Gods Building, that is, the Church is 
Gods Houſe or Building, a3. Thus the fame Apoftle tells us, 
that in Chriſt, the whole Building (5c. the- whole Chriſtian Eph. 2. 21. 
Chutch) firh framed together; groweth nnto an bily Tentple in the Matth. 21.42. 
Lord. Hence the Govemourg of the Chutch are called Builders, As 4. 11. 
bhpuirmes and the ApoRilesare called Laboxrers together with God, 
in ereQing this Spiritual Building, and St. Paw! calls hirnfclf a 
Maſter-Buitder. Hence the tnicreaſe A ot and advances to- 1 Cor.3.9,10. 
wards in-the Church, is called the Building, of Edifica- 


tion of it: For this reafon St. Pay} corntnends' Prophiciic, or | 
Exponnding the Scriptcites, before ſpeaking inwnknown Tongues 1 Cor. I4. 5. 


without an Taterpreter , becauſe by this the 'Chiureh' receives 
Building or Edification. Al! theſe Spititua? _—_— which were v. 12. 
beſtowed on the Chriſtians, were for the Building and Edifying 
of the Chtrrch. The ApoſiolicaFpower in'Oharcheciiſures was 
for Kdification, 'not for Deftraition, eic 613d why 5 92'er nothalgs Shy 'to Build, 2 Cor. 10. 8. 
and not to pull down 4 that is, to'preſerve-the ' Unity of 'the 12+ 19 
Chutch intire, and itsComtnuntorr pure. _ 
And we may obferve, that this Edification is primarily appticd 
to the Church, That the Church may receive Fdtfying : That ye 1 Cor. 14+ 5. 
may excel to the Eating of the Church : For the -Edifying, of 'the 12: 
Body of Chrift And: it is very obſervable whetein the Apoſtle EP 412: 
places the Edification of the Body of Chrift, 'viz. in Unity and 
Love. Till we all come in the Unity of the F aith, and of the hnow- 13. 
ledge of the Son'of God, to a perfett Man, unto the meaſitre of the 
Statrre of the fulnefl of Chriſt. Till we are United by one Faith 
into one Body, and pezrfe& Man. And'ſpeakitg the rrith in love, 15, 15- 
may grow up in bins into all things, which 4 the head, Even Chyit, 
Jrom whom the whote Body fitly joyned together,” and compatied by that 
wyich every joym ſupplieth, ny to the Effettual working in the 
2 


' meaſure 


34 


x Cor. 8. 1. 


I Theſ. 5. 11. 


Of Church-Communion. 
meaſure of every part, makgth increaſe of the Body, unto the Edifying 


it ſelf in Love. This is an admirable deſcription of the Unity 


of the Church, in which all the parts are cloſely united and com- 


pacted together, as Stones and Timber are to make one Houſe ; 


and thus they grow into one Body, and increaſe in mutual Love 
and Charity, which is the very Building and Edification of the 
Church, which is Edifyed and Built up in love, - as the Apoſile 
adds , that knowledge puffeth up , but charity Edifieth ; this builds 
up the Church of Chriſt 3 and that not ſuch a common charity 
aS We have for all mankind , but ſuch a love and ſympathy as 
is peculiar to-the Members of the ſame Body , and which none 
but Members can have for each other. And now methinks Ineed 
not prove that Schiſm and Separation is not for the Edification 
of the Church; to Separate for Edification, is to Pull down in 
ſtead of building up. [ESP 

But theſe men do not ſeem'to have any great regard to the 
Edification of- the Church, but onely to their own particular. E- 
dification : and we mult grant, that Edification is ſometimes ap- 
plied to particular Chriſtians in Scripture, according to St. Pauls 
Exhortation, Comfort your ſelves together, and edifie one another, even 
as alſo ye do. And this Edifying one another without: queſtion 
ſignities our promoting each others growth and progreſs in all 
Chriſtian Graces and Vertues: and ſo the building and edifica- 
tion of the Ghurch, ſignifies the growth and improvement of the 
Church in all Spiritual wiſdom and knowledge, and Chrifiian 
graces: the Edification of the Church conſiſts in the Edification 
of particular Chriſtians 3 but then this is called Edification or 
Building, becauſe this growth & improvement is inthe Unity and 
Communion of the Church, and makes them one Spiritual Houſe 
and Temple. Thus the Church is called the Temple of God , 
and every particular Chriſtian is Gods Temple,wherein the Holy 
Spirit dwells 3.and yet God has but oneTemple,and the Holy Spirit 
dwells onely in the Church of Chriſt: but particular Chrittians 
are GodsTemple.and the HolySpirit dwells in them,as livingMem- 
bers of the Chriſtian Church 3 and thus by the ſame reaſon the 


Church is Edified and Built up, aS it grows into a Spiritual Houſe - 


and HolyTemple,by a firm and cloſe. Union and Communion of all 
its parts; and every Chriſtian is Edified, as he grows up in all 
Chriſtian Graces and Vertues in the Unity of the Church. . 


And therefore whatever extraordinary means of Edification 


men 


REN 
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Of -Church-Communion. | 
men may fancy to themſelves-in a Sepaxation, the Apoſtle knew 
no Fdifiation, but in the-Communion of the Church'; and in- 
deed, if our growth and increaſe in all Grace and Vertye, be 
more owing to the internal afliſtance of the Divine Spirit, than 


ted, and Apollos watered, but God: gave the increaſe : So then, nei- 
ther is be that planteth any or, nor be that watereth , but God 
that gave the increaſe : And theDivineSpirit confines his influences 
and operations to the Unity of the Church- (as the ſame Apoſtle 


to. the external Adminiſtrations, as-St. Paxl tells us, I have plan- 1 Cor, 3.6, 9, 


tells us, that there is but one Body and: one Spirit 3 which p ly Eph. 4-4; 


fignifies, that the operations of this one Spirit, are appropriat 
to this one Body, as the Soul is to the Body. it Animates) then it 
does not ſeem a very likely way for Edification, to cut our ſelves: 
off from the Unity of Chriſts Body. _ | 


3. The Third and Laſt Caſe ſtill remains, which will be reſol- Caſe. 3. 


ved ina few words, according to the Principles now laid down, 
which is this: Whether it be Lawful to Communicate with two di- 
ftin& and ſeparate Churches. Fox this is thought of late days, not 
onely a very Innocent and Lawtful thing, but the true Catholick 
Spirit, and Catholick Communion, toQommunicate with Chur- 
ches of all Communions, unleſs perhaps they may except the Pa- 
piſts and Quakers. It is thought a Schiſmatical Principle, 'to re- 
fuſe to Communicate with thoſe Churches which withdraw 
Communion from us. And thus ſome, who Communicate or- 
dinarily with the Church of Eng/and, make no Scruple to Com- 
municate in Prayers and Sacraments:with'Presbyterian and Inde- 
pendent Churches 3 andPresbyterians can Communicate with the 
Church of England, and with Independents, whom formerly they 
charged with down-right Schiſm 3 and ſome think it very indif- 
ferent- whom they Communicate with , and therefore take their 
2 turns in all, But this is as contrary to all the Principles of. 
Z% Church-Communion, as any thing can poſſibly be. <td 
= Tobe in Communion with the Church, js to be a Member of 
itz and to be a Member of two ſeparate and oppoſite Churches, 
is to be as contrary to our ſelves, as thoſe ſeparate Churches are. 
to each other, 
Chriſt hath but one Church, and one Body, and therefore 
where there are two Churches divided from cach other by ſepa- 
rate Communlons, there is a Schiſm and Rent in the Body; and 
whoeyer Communicates with both theſe Churches, on one ſide 
or other, communicates in a Schiſm. | That. 


Of Church-Communion. 

That the Presbyterian and Independent Churches have male 
an Actual Separation from the Church of England, I have evi- 
dently proved already; and therefore if the Communion of the 
Church of Exglend be Lawful '( as thoſe who can and ordinari- 
ly ds Communicate with the Church of Exgland muſt be pre- 
fumcd to acknowledge) then they are Schiſmatichs; and to Com- 
municate with them, is to partake in their Schiſm. | 

Now if Schiſm be an Innocent thing, and the true Catholick 
Spirit, - I have; no- more:to fay , but that the whole Chriſtian 
Church, ever'ſ{ince the Apoſtles times, has been in a very great 
miſtake : but if Schiſm be a very great fin, and that which will 
Damn us as foon as Adultery and Marder , then it muſt needs be 
a dangerous thing to Communicate with Schiſmaticks. 

The ſum of all in ſhort is this : Beftdes theſe men, who juſtific 
' their Separation from the Church of England, by charging Her | 
with ay ev. linful terms of Communion, (which is the onely } 
thing - that can juſtifie their Separktion, it it could be proved) | 
there are others, who leparate lightly and wantonly, for want of ! 


a due ſence of the Nature of Church-Communion, and our obli- 
gations to preſerve the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, 7 


They have no notion at all-of a Church, or no-notion of one 


Church, or know not wherein the Unity and Communion of 7+ 
this Church conſifts; and thefe men think it is indifferent, whe- *# 
ther they Communicate with any Church at all, or that they ſe- 7 
cure themſelves from Schiſm by Communicating ſometimes with 7 
one Church, and fometimes with another z that they may chooſe 3 


their Church according to their own fancies, and change again 
when ever their humor akers. But I hope, who ever conſiders 
carefully what I have now writ, -and attends to thoſe paffionate 
Exhortations of the Goſpel to Peace, and Unity, and Brotherly } 
Love, which cannot pm butin one Communion, which # 
is the Unity of the Body 


'fellow-Members, will not onely heartily Pray to the God of 
Peace, to reftore Peace and Unity to his Church, but be careful 
how he divides the Church himſelf, and will uſe his utmoſt en= 
_ - heal the preſent Schiſms and Diviſions of the Church 

; | 


THE END. 


of Chriſt, and the Peace and Love of 


